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MM ICHAELICHAEL   II GNATIEFFGNATIEFF   --  A A LEADERLEADER   FORFOR   OUROUR  TIMESTIMES   

Michael Ignatieff is an author, journalist, 

scholar and skilled parliamentarian. He 

was elected as their MP by the people of 

Etobicoke -Lakeshore in 2006, re -elected 

in 2008 and unanimously chosen by his 

colleagues and people across Canada as 

Liberal leader in the House of Commons.  

TORONTO  ROOTS 

Growing up, Michael studied at the 

University of Toronto. After continuing 

his studies at Oxford and  Harvard, he 

returned to Canada to teach history at 

UBC in Vancouver. He has also taught at 

Cambridge, lõ®cole des Haut £tudes in 

Paris, and Harvard.  

REPRESENTING  CANADA  ABROAD  

He is one of Canadaõs leading voices on 

the world stage in the field of human 

rights, democracy and international 

affairs. He contributed to the World 

Economic Forum and served on several 

international commissions considering 

the future of NATO, citizenship and 

minority rights. In 2001, Michael was 

appointed as a Canadian Commissioner 

on the International Commission on 

Intervention and State Sovereignty, an 

effort to help guide a UN response to 

crises such as Kosovo, Rwanda and 

Darfur.  

A MANY -FACETED  CAREER  

His wide -ranging career includes 

broadcasting, hosting programs on the 

CBC, TVO and BBC. He has written 16 

books, many on his passionate concern 

for human rights and freedoms.  

ON THE POLITICAL  SCENE 

Ignatieff has been a member of the 

Liberal Party for forty years, knocking on 

doors for Lester B. Pearson in 1965 and 

serving as a delegate and National Youth 

Coordinator for Pierre Trudeau in 1968. 

The values he learned at the side of these 

towering figures have followed him 

through his career, inspiring his writing, 

teaching and decades -long commitment 

to public policy.  

PREPARED  FOR  THE CHALLENGES  

This is a man whose whole life has 

prepared him for the great challenges 

facing Canada today. He brings a world 

view, a formidable intellect and the 

Private Memberõs Bill calls for responsible 

environmental and human rights standards  

ability to build a team of colleagues who 

will work together, using each oneõs gifts 

in all the vital areas of legislation our 

country needs.  

Checking all the facts before presenting  my 

Private Memberõs Bill C-300 in the House of 

Commons. 

During my travels in developing 

countries, I have noted that 

environmental and human rights 

standards are sometimes of less 

interest to corporations than 

their basic imperative of 

maximum profit at least cost.  

Non-governmental organizations 

and government officials have 

also expressed concern, 

especially about the practices of 

some mining, oil and gas 

operations in these countries.  

PROMOTING  HIGH  STANDARDS  

I have introduced a Private 

Memberõs Bill, called the 

Corporate Accountability of 

Mining, Oil and Gas Corporations 

in Developing Countries Act , to 

promote responsible 

environmental practices and 

international human rights 

standards on the part of 

Hon. Michael Ignatieff,  

Leader of Her Majestyõs Loyal Opposition  

Canadian mining, oil and gas 

corporations in developing 

countries.   The purpose of this 

Act is to ensure that corporations 

engaged on mining, oil or gas 

activities and receiving support 

from the Government of Canada 

act in a manner consistent with 

international environmental best 

practices and with Canadaõs 

commitments to international 

human rights standards.  

ANNUAL  REPORTS  

The Act gives the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and the Minister 

of International Trade the 

responsibility of holding 

corporations accountable for 

their practices by submitting 

annual reports to the House of 

Commons and the Senate for 

review.  
(see Bill C-300, The Accountability Act, 

page 2) 


