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You are invited to attend the annual  

MARGARETT BEST / JOHN MCKAYMARGARETT BEST / JOHN MCKAYMARGARETT BEST / JOHN MCKAY    

COMMUNITY PICNICCOMMUNITY PICNICCOMMUNITY PICNIC    

Food and fun for the whole family  

Please call 416 -281-2787 or 416-283-1226 if you are 

planning to attend  

Sunday, June 28, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  
on the grounds at  

St. Margaret -in -the -Pines Church  
(Lawrence Avenue between Galloway and Kingston Roads)  

Meet your Provincial and Federal representatives  

Spend time in the sunshine with your neighbours  

 

For one first -time youth delegate from Scarborough -

Guildwood, the presence of so many former Prime 

Ministers, Senators, elected Members of Parliament and 

Members of the legislative Houses of several provinces 

at the 2009 Liberal Biennial Convention was òa lot of 

power in one room!ó 
 

It was springtime in Vancouver, where delegates met in the 

brand -new architectural masterpiece that is the convention 

centre.  Young people and women were there in large numbers, 

taking their places with other delegates at policy sessions and 

informal opportunities to share coast -to-coast-to-coast opinions.  
 

This was an important milestone in the history of the Party, 

coming after several months of widespread grassroot 

consultations about policy and approach.  
 

Originally planned as a leadership conference, the weekend 

was, instead, a celebration of remarkable unity. The two men 

who had been part of the leadership race with Michael Ignatieff 

moved and seconded his official nomination to the office, and a 

smashing 97% of the delegates voted for him in a resounding 

demonstration of approval. The vote confirmed what Canadians 

already knew, that this once -fractured Party has come together 

with new vigour and purpose.  
 

As a result of consultations held in advance, it was agreed that 

future leadership contests would be decided by a one -member, 

one-vote system. This will reinforce the goal of  increased 

openness and participation, assure regional balance and make 

the choice representative of the whole Party.  
 

Right now the focus is on uniting Canadians again and making 

Canada more competitive. Ignatieff presented a clear vision of 

inclusive economic recovery, and repeated his call for a national 

standard of eligibility for Employment Insurance during the 

current Canada -wide economic situation.  
 

He also looked beyond the immediate concerns of Canadians 

with his priority on investment in scientists, researchers and the 

green economy to create tomorrowõs jobs, a plan for emphasis 

on an early learning system and a renewed commitment to 

equal pay for equal work for women.  
 

The consensus after the convention seemed to be òone man, one 

Liberal Party, one voice.ó  Buoyed by polls suggesting that many 

Canadians are eager for change and approve the policies being 

proposed by Ignatieff and his Party, delegates went home 

prepared  to strengthen their local organizations right across the 

country.   

Youth delegates at the National Convention included (l to r) 

Sheba Dc Anfullah, Asma Bala, Mario Pileggi and Zubair 

Patel.  

I am shown with Asma Bala, Mario Silva M.P., Sheba Dc 

Anfullah and Uruzusum Meer at the National Convention.  

CORRECTION  
We recently distributed information about new 

regulations requiring valid passports when 

crossing the border into the United States.  

We are now informed that other forms of 

documentation are acceptable under certain 

circumstances. These include a NEXUS card, a FAST card (for 

commercial use) , an Enhanced driver's licence (EDL)/

enhanced identification card (EIC) ( by land or water only),  or 

a Secure Certificate of Indian Status ( by land or water only).  

For more details go to www.cbsa.gc.ca  
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Millie Castaneda, who manages the bright new centre for young people at 

4383 Kingston Road, came to Canada from Peru when she was 10 years old, 

so she knows what it is like to grow up in a strange and different country. 

òThere were many obstacles,ó she says. òThe language hurdle was just one. I 

had left all my friends back home, and I didnõt know what teen-agers did 

here. I went to the public library for advice on life in Canada, and found a lot 

of help.ó 

The centre serves newcomer youth from 13 to 24 years of age, offering a 

wide variety of free assistance to permanent residents, refugees and live -in 

caregivers. Funded by Citizenship 

and Immigration Canada and 

managed by the Toronto District 

School Board, the centre works with 

some clients who are in school and 

others who are in the workforce or 

job hunting. There are those who 

are already parents and many who 

are still discovering their way to 

adulthood.  

A homework club, tutoring and 

mentoring by trained high school 

and university students are some of 

the popular programs at the centre. 

Access to computers for online job 

searches and other internet 

possibilities draws many users. 

There is phone, fax, photocopier, 

translation and interpreter service 

for clients.  

Millie and her staff hold monthly 

career workshops with people from 

various occupations as speakers. 

These workshops give a glimpse of 

what is available for youth trying to plan their future in a complex job market.  

The opportunity to socialize is an important facet of the program. Movie 

nights and other sports and recreational activities, where friendships are 

formed and English is learned in a relaxed atmosphere, assist newcomers to 

adapt to Canada and become part of their school and neighbourhood 

communities.  

The centre is open weekdays from 8:30 am to 8 pm and Saturday from 11 to 3.  

Call 416-396-5355 or visit nsykingston@tdsb.on.ca  
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FROM  THE LEADER OF THE 

OFFICIAL  OPPOSITION  
Since becoming Leader of the 

Liberal Party of Canada, I have 

criss-crossed this country, meeting 

with Canadians.  
 

I have listened to Canadians from 

rural and remote communities, 

from big cities and suburbs, and new Canadians 

from around the world.  
 

There are Canadians ð perhaps you are one of them 

ð who do not know when or where they will find 

their next job, who fear that the retirement they 

saved for is vanishing, who worry about the future 

of their car dealership, their small business, their 

family farm, their childrenõs education. 
 

What I want all Canadians to know is this: we are 

living this with you. As Liberals serving in 

opposition, we are fighting to protect you. And in 

government, we will lead you back to prosperity.  
 

Today, the Liberal Party of Canada is strong and 

united.  Our goal is to replace the spite and spin of 

this current government with a new politics of 

civility and common purpose ð so that together, we 

can achieve an economic recovery that leaves no 

Canadian behind.  
 

My focus is to unite Canadians again, to turn crisis 

into opportunity, and to make Canada more 

competitive than ever ð to, quite simply, get back 

to the Canadian way. This country was built on 

ideas ð not of the few but of the many.  I will 

continue to travel this country, listening to the ideas 

ð your ideas ð that will help us continue the 

building process.   
 

Canada deserves a government that does not make 

us feel any less than a great people with a great 

future ð and for a great people, given great 

leadership, I believe nothing is impossible.                   
 

Michael Ignatieff  

 

UPDATE ON SRI LANKA 
As this Newsletter is being printed, the situation in 

Sri Lanka is still unsettled. Thousands of Tamil 

people, including women and children, are living 

in internally displaced persons camps. 

International aid agencies are still not allowed full 

access to assist them in their desperate plight. No 

clear, positive plan for a resolution of the long -

standing inequities which led to the civil war has 

been put forward by the Sri Lankan government.  
 

Canadians of Tamil origin who live in Scarborough -

Guildwood are very apprehensive about what will 

happen, or may already have happened, to family 

members still in their homeland.  
 

To date, over 1500 people have signed my petition 

calling on the Canadian government to:  

�x�� Call upon the United Nations to negotiate a 
permanent cessation of hostilities;  

�x�� Call upon the United Nations to provide 
immediate humanitarian relief;  

�x�� Demand that the government of Sri Lanka 
provide immediate full and free access to the 

conflict zone to Non -Governmental 

Organizations and international media.  

Many of the people who have signed the petition 

have no direct ties to Sri Lanka, but do have a zeal 

for justice and compassion. You are welcome to 

add your name to the petition in my Constituency 

Office or print a copy from my Website.  
 

I have presented the first several hundred names in 

the House of Commons, and will continue to do so 

as more are added.  

John McKay 
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Angela Boukiros, Citizenship and 

Immigration Canada, Nadia Bello, 

School Trustee, and Ron Moeser, 

Toronto City Councillor, with me at the 

official opening of Newcomers Services 

for Youth.  
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When clients first come into this centre, they almost always ask about  

employment. òWe evaluate their readiness for the job market and try to 

educate them about the system in Canada,ó says Pooja Chaudhary, Project 

Administrator, òbut we are not an employment or training office. We do 

understand how frustrating the job situation is for everyone, and we refer 

people to the appropriate agency for assistance.ó  

This new centre in the shopping plaza at Neilson and Ellesmere Roads 

focuses on assisting newcomers to become independent in a country that 

may be very different from the one they left.  

Most of the clients are landed immigrants age 21 and over from South Asia 

and the Middle East, and there is not a significant language barrier. 

However, one of their main concerns is that, if they do not adapt to the 

Canadian lifestyle, it will be much more difficult to fit in, but if they do not 

maintain their old ways, they will lose their identity.  

Poojaõs own experience as an immigrant from India and the staffõs ability to 

speak with clients in many languages tend to raise the comfort level for the 

people they serve. Informal 

information workshops help 

newcomers to understand how 

Canadaõs diversity makes room 

for everyoneõs cultural 

freedom.  

Newcomers Services for Adults 

is open from 10 am to 6 pm 

weekdays and from 10 am to 

1:30 on Saturday.  

Free childminding services are 

available for clients at this 

location.  

Call 416-393-0376 or visit 

nsamorningside@tdsb.on.ca  

Project Clerk Wafa El Maseeh has a warm 

smile for everyone as they enter.  


