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 When Parliament has dealt with all or most of the 

legislation resulting from the Speech from the 

Throne and the Budget, the custom is to “prorogue” 

or declare the sessions of the House of Commons 

and the Senate ended. This gives the government 

an opportunity to look at the future and plan for 

new legislation to reflect the needs of a rapidly 

changing society. 

Properly used, prorogation is a valid part of 

ordering the business of governing Canada. 

Unfortunately, it can also be mis-used, and the 

present Prime Minister has devised a way of 

bending it to his own will. 

Twice in the past twelve months he has shut down 

Parliament by prorogation, simply because he has 

found himself in an uncomfortable and 

indefensible position.  

FIRST IN 2009 

As 2009 began, he attempted to 

push through legislation on 

election funding which would 

have crippled attempts by 

Opposition parties to mount a 

meaningful campaign. As a result 

of public indignation over this 

blatant action, he faced a united 

Opposition which could have 

defeated him very quickly. 

AGAIN LAST NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Now, in the early days of 2010, he 

cannot hide his government’s 

untrue assertion that they had no 

knowledge of mistreatment of 

prisoners in Afghanistan. In 

trying to silence and/or discredit 

a loyal civil servant before a 

parliamentary committee, he and 

his ministers showed a disdain for the system which 

every Canadian could see. 

In each of these cases, his response to the valid 

actions of elected MPs was to declare the 

Parliamentary session ended and lock the doors of 

the House of Commons. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, SENATE  

AND PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS IN LIMBO 

This had the effect of also shutting down committee 

hearings and voiding all Bills currently proceeding 

through the House and Senate. Private Members’ 

Bills, while not directly affected, are unlikely to 

emerge again. Dozens of Bills, many of them 

declared by him in the Throne speech to be 

important, are now in limbo. His vaunted crime Bills, 

whether we liked them or not, were basic to his 

election, but they met the same fate as all the others. 

My Private Member’s Bill, C-300,  the Corporate 

Accountability of Mining, Oil and 

Gas Corporations in Developing 

Countries Act, may never be 

enacted now. 

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? 

Because we have a Prime Minister 

who does not really believe in the 

democratic process on which our 

system of government is built. As 

your elected Member, I am denied 

the right to speak for you by a man 

who is changing the face of 

Parliament by assuming powers 

our forefathers never intended a 

Prime Minister to have. 

I can only hope that Canadians will 

demonstrate, by their votes in the 

next election, that our system is 

precious to us, and that you want 

your voice to be heard. 

A Parliamentary session begins with the Speech from the Throne, in which the government 

describes in broad terms what it hopes to accomplish for the next period of time. It is 

usually followed by a Budget, in which plans to pay for new initiatives and all ongoing 

expenses are outlined. 

 



A+     Fess up.   

Former Stephen Harper Campaign Manager and 

Chief of Staff Tom Flanagan cuts through the spin: 

“Everyone knows that the Parliament was 

prorogued in order to shut down the Afghan 

inquiry.” (CBC’s Power and Politics, January 11, 

2010). 

A    List constituent complaints in your 

newsletter.   

Conservative MP Ed Holder picked his 

constituents’ most frequent complaints for his 

“Holder’s Happenings” newsletter, including: 

“This is a dictatorial Prime Minister.  MPs aren’t 

allowed to speak their mind.  Why did he do this?” 

 “What happens to Bills now before 
Parliament?” 

 “You’ve shut down democracy.  What’s not 
getting done in Ottawa?” 

 “You don’t work if you’re not in Ottawa.” 
B+     Let your brother do the dirty work.   

While Peter Kent stays in Mr. Harper’s good books 

by calling opposition to prorogation 

“sanctimonious twaddle,” his brother and former 

Afghanistan correspondent Arthur Kent vented on 

behalf of the Kent family: “There has been an 

unwritten fatwa maintained by the Prime Minister’s 

Office against discussion of any and all 

controversial aspects of the Afghan debacle,” 

adding, “if Stephen Harper is uncomfortable with 

democracy, he should quit his job.” (Globe and 

Mail, January 15, 2010). 

B-     Give your constituents free Tim Horton’s 

coffee and donuts.   

Despite the free donuts, attendees at Lisa Raitt’s 

local townhall told her: 

"I think Mr. Harper has been shocked by the 

reaction of the public." 

 “There’s no question prorogation is 
undemocratic… it’s being used to hide from 

the public, to hide from the Opposition.” 

Ever since Stephen Harper decided to shut down Parliament, his MPs have improvised dozens of 

different methods to quell voter backlash.  As Conservative Members of Parliament wonder how to 

defend the indefensible, here are some of the best and worst strategies a few have tried. They are 

graded according to effectiveness: 

 “(Harper) has become more of a dictator… Is 
your integrity so low that you would rather stay 

on as a cabinet minister than confront Mr. 

Harper about proroguing government to avoid 

bad press?” (Oakville Beaver, January 13, 

2010). 

C-    Deny that you’re getting constituent 

complaints.   

As Tony Clement said, “it’s a big issue with the 

Ottawa media and some of the elites in our 

country, but I’ve got to tell you, if reaction in my 

constituency is any indication, I have had maybe 

three dozen e-mails.” (CBC, January 11, 2010). 

D+  Claim that constituents are “pleased” with 

prorogation.   

Helena Guergis says, “constituents in Simcoe 

Grey, once they have a conversation they are 

quite pleased…  They are pleased that we are 

taking a step back.”  (Alliston Herald, January 20, 

2010) 

D     Respond to constituent complaints by 

fudging numbers.   

In a letter to a constituent who complained to his 

local newspaper, Tony Clement wrote, “It’s only 

an extra six weeks” (actually, it’s nine).  He also 

wrote, “Some Parliaments have had six or seven 

throne speeches” (but not since 1953, when Louis 

St. Laurent was Prime Minister).  (Huntsville 

Forester, January 13, 2010). 

F       Make stuff up.   

Conservative MP Darryl Kramp denied that 

shutting down Parliament would affect government 

bills, claiming, “There is no delay whatsoever on 

anything” (Trentonian, January 7, 2010).  MP 

Steven Blaney reinvented the rules of 

Parliamentary procedure when he said that bills 

on the order paper would be “automatically re-

activated,” claiming that prorogation only 

“prevents debates from going on 

forever.” (Phillipe Gohier’s blog, Macleans.ca, 

January 15, 2010). 
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