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RESEARCH 

After cutting $148 million from research councils in 

Budget 2009, the government put only $32 million 

back in Budget 2010.  
 

SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZE ENTERPRIZES 

Budget 2010 creates a new $40 million innovation and 

commercialization program for SME’s. 
 

CANADA SPACE AGENCY 

The Conservatives refused to let the Canada Space 

Agency spend $160 million in approved spending 

over the past two years, but want to take credit for 

adding $23 million in this budget for Radarsat 

technology. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 

 Environmental assessments on new energy 

projects are now going to be handed over to the 

National Energy Board instead of the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Agency. 

This budget offers what we’ve come to expect from 

Stephen Harper’s tired government: a lack of ambition 

and a clear distaste for what a government must do to 

help its citizens prepare for an uncertain future.  

This budget leaves too many Canadians to fend for 

themselves, and can’t hide the laissez-faire approach of a 

government that doesn’t believe in government. 

- Michael Ignatieff 
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FEDERAL BUDGET 2010  

FREEZES, CUTS, AND GIMMICKS 

This Budget offers: 

 Little real help for the thousands of forestry and 

manufacturing workers who have lost their jobs 

due to this government’s neglect of these sectors; 

 Nothing on climate change;  

 No comprehensive national water  strategy, as 

called for by Parliament. 

 MANUFACTURING 

Budget 2010 dedicates $440 million over 

the next two years to a tariff-free zone for 

manufacturing equipment. This does 

nothing to help the thousands of Ontario 

manufacturing workers who are 

unemployed, or to create the new clean 

energy jobs of tomorrow. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE/RENEWABLE ENERGY 

After embarrassing Canada on the world 

stage over and over again for its inaction on 

climate change, the Conservatives continue their 

negligence with Budget 2010, which contains 

no new climate change measures. 

The government also thumbed its nose at the 

Ontario Green Energy Act, which is counting  on 

private- and public-sector partnerships to boost 

investment in renewable energy projects, increase 

conservation and create green jobs and economic growth.  
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Budget 2010 contains essentially no new investments in 

renewal energy – a mere $25 million, from a government that 

let 93 percent of its Green Infrastructure Fund go unspent last 

year.  
 

PENSIONS 

Budget 2010 offers $10 million to 

encourage volunteerism for seniors, but 

nothing concrete to fix pensions. 

 

GENOME CANADA 

Budget 2010 promises $75 million for Genome Canada, based 

in Ottawa, even though there are regional centers across the 

country. 

 

ATOMIC ENERGY CANADA 

Budget 2010 allocates $300 million for AECL in 

2010-11 to cover its commercial losses and 

sustain its operations, including medical 

isotope production & Chalk River 

operations. 

 

GREAT LAKES/INVASIVE SPECIES 

Despite the environmental community asking for $31 

million/yr. for five years – and the U.S. recently 

dedicating $2.2 billion over five years – Budget 2010 

contains a paltry $8 million/yr. to continue 

implementing the action plan to 

protect the Great Lakes, 

including cleaning up Areas of 

Concern and supporting 

Canada’s commitments under 

international agreements. 

Despite environmentalists 

asking for $43 million for five 

years, Budget 2010 allocates 

only $38 million, spread out 

over two years, for federal programs under Canada’s 

Invasive Alien Species Strategy to reduce the risk of 

invasive animal and plant species being introduced 

to Canada. 

Hon. Michael Ignatieff, 

Leader of Her Majestyõs 

Loyal Opposition  

 

 

WINDSOR-DETROIT CROSSING 

Budget 2010 invests $10 million over three 

years to support the legal, financial and 

technical work required to advance the 

construction of a new crossing in the 

Windsor-Detroit corridor. 

 

FORESTRY 

After devastating Ontario’s forestry industry with a 

flawed Softwood Lumber Agreement that gave $1 

billion to our forestry competitors in the U.S., 

Budget 2010 introduces a meagre $100 

million over four years to support bio-

energy production from forestry. Budget 

2010 also allocates $106 million over the 

next two years for work sharing to support 

forestry the and manufacturing sectors. 

Too little, too late. 

 

MEDICAL ISOTOPES 

After neglecting the medical isotope 

shortage which caused a global crisis, the 

government has invested $48 million over 

two years in Budget 2010 for research, 

development and application of medical 

isotopes. A full $10 million of this will 

be provided to the Canadian Institutes 

of Health Research for a clinical trials 

network – but only a handful of 

universities in Canada will benefit since only a 

handful are equipped to do this, including McMaster 

in Hamilton, Ontario. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Budget 2010 offers nothing to support 

struggling hog farmers, and the 

Conservatives continue to break 

their promise to provide flexible 

funding for grain and horticulture 

farmers across Ontario.  

Hon. Michael Ignatieff, 

Leader of Her Majestyõs 

Loyal Opposition  


