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"It is hard to ascertain how Harper or his ministers 

could have come to such a definitive and contrary 

conclusion from their 

Parliament Hill offices. 

Colvin, among others, was 

supposed to be their eyes 

and ears in 

Afghanistan." (Chantal 

Hébert, Toronto Star, 

November 20, 2009)  
 

"The dismissive 

antagonism of some 

Conservative MPs, 

including Mr. MacKay's 

parliamentary secretary, 

Laurie Hawn, in response to Mr. Colvin's testimony, 

raises a disappointing inference that partisanism 

continues to prevail over a sense of common 

humanity.  (Globe and Mail Editorial, November 

20, 2009) 
 

"For the Conservative government to try to 

minimize this testimony by personally discrediting 

[Richard Colvin] is beyond disgraceful."  (Michael 

Den Tandt, Calgary Sun, November 20, 2009)  
 

"The big hole in Mr. Mackay's logic is how he 

assigned a fluctuating value to Mr. Colvin's input... 

[Richard Colvin's] 2007 input, which was taken into 

account by the government when it stopped 

prisoner transfers, was believable. Now in 2009, 

when his words anger the government, [they 
claim] he's back to spreading lies." (Don Martin, 

National Post, November 

20, 2009) 
 

ñThe top bureaucrats, 
including the Prime 

Minister's national security 

advisor, were discussing the 

problem in late 2006. Now 

that's key because four 

months later, when the story 

broke, the Tories repeatedly 

denied they'd ever received 

any allegations of torture é 

It's a fairly common tactic. If 

you don't like the message, shoot the messenger. 

But what makes it a riskier strategy in this case, 

they're going after the intelligence reports and 

judgment of a guy they've relied on in the past and 

still rely on in his current job at the embassy in 

Washington."  (Roger Smith, CTV News, 

November 19, 2009)  
 

"It's a story about bureaucrats covering up for 

somebody, either covering up for themselves to 

preserve plausible deniability for the minister, or 

the minister knew, which is more likely, in which 

case we've got a case of ministers repeatedly 

saying they didn't know when they did." (Andrew 

Coyne, CBC The National, November 19, 2009)  

 

We are becoming accustomed to half -truths and outright denials from this government on 

a variety of issues, but seldom has there been such agreement as there is on the treatment 

of respected diplomat Richard Colvin.  Prisoner òrenditionó, turning captives over to other 

countries when these countries have a history of torture, is a serious offence.  

We are a signatory to the Geneva Convention, which properly denounces the practice. 

Canada has always enjoyed a good reputation among the nations of the world for our 

decency and fairness, but Colvinõs testimony has detailed our shortcomings in a shocking 

expos®. Did the government know what was happening? Hereõs what columnists of all 

political leanings have to say:  
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òBecause of inadequate information collection and occasional reporting delays, the [censored from 

documents] office is losing track of some Afghan detainees.  

Efforts to resolve these problems to date have not been successful. [Organization name censored from 

document] very much taken aback by the lack of co -operation from Canadian military in theatre."  
(E-mail sent by Canadian diplomat Richard Colvin and circulated to 

various officials in Foreign Affairs and the Defence Department,  May 

26, 2006) 
 

òThere was very widespread and incredible understanding that there were 

lots of problems in the Afghan justice system, in Afghan prisons, with 

Afghan police, as there were throughout the Afghan system. but the 

question is, how do we take that information and then relate it to the 

challenge we faced with the need to put people that we believed were 

serious threats to Afghans and Canadians into the justice system?ó 

(David Mulroney, testifying before the Foreign Affairs Committee)  
 

[translation ] "If the government thought it wise to review the protocol on the 
transfer of prisoners in May of 2007, itõs because there were problems with 

the treatment of prisoners before 2007.  

If there were problems, it was probably because there was a risk of torture 

and despite that, they continued to transfer prisoners. That being the case, 

will the government admit that from 2006 until May 2007, it violated the Geneva Convention? (Gilles 

Duceppe, Leader of the Bloc Québequois, House of Commons Question Period, December 4, 2009)  
 

"It's an honourable thing to do when a government is not telling you the truth, if you can find an ethical 
way with integrity to actually expose the lies that the government tells every day in the House." (Ujjal 

Dosanjh, Liberal MP, Moncton Times & Transcript December 4, 2009)  

OTHER  VOICES : TRUTH AND  FICTION  
PPOLITICIANSOLITICIANS , D, D IPLOMATSIPLOMATS   ANDAND   AA  LOTLOT   OFOF   ôSôSPINPINõõ  

Thereõs no definition for the term ôspin doctorsõ in the dictionary, but the people who fit our 

understanding of that term have been very busy in Ottawa lately. When the Conservative 

government took over four years ago, we were assured that Mr. Harper and his crowd 

would bring a new era of òtransparency and accountabilityó to public life. Openness and 

financial accountability were going to give us all the facts, all the time.  

Recent events have shown all Canadians what Members of Parliament have been dealing 

with for a long time. Attempts to get at the truth in the House and in committees are 

hampered in a variety of ways. Committees donõt meet; funding is reduced in departments 

that try to do their job impartially; honest civil servants are dismissed on specious 

grounds; and the governmentõs ôspin doctorsõ manipulate the details so as to hide the facts 

of an inconvenient situation behind a smokescreen of falsehood and innuendo.  

The current storm over diplomat Richard Colvinõs allegations is just the latest in a long 

saga of similar incidents, but in this case the government has not been successful in 

covering its tracks. Here is a small portion of what has come to light recently:  
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