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EAST SCARBOROUGH STOREFRONT - A PLACE TO LEARN NEW
XKILLS , BuiLD NEW CONFIDENCE , FIND NEW FRIENDS

It used to be a police sub -station, and
then it stood vacant for some time. The
small building on Lawrence Avenue near
the old water tower was not a very
attractive place, and people passing by
di dndt seem to be i
might be going on inside.

But a lot was happening behind those
closed doors. Several community groups
had been looking for a place to call
home, and here was a possibility right on
their doorstep. Empty and neglected, but
sturdy, it soon became a hub of activity ; 7 \
for staff and volunteers in areas already . : \
under way and others newly created. . s ; ' ]
| have watched The Storefront and its
Director, Anne Gloger, with admiration,
as she reaches out to the community,
young and old, organizations, groups and
individuals, bringing them to levels of
competence and co -operation they had
never experienced before.

The photos on this page give you just a
glimpse of what can be waiting for you at
The Storefront. Drop in to see for
yoursel f! Il tds at
East-y ou o1 | be

(above) A busy group at the Afghan Ass
local initiative is intended for Afghan women who are away from their families and
friends in Toronto. They get together once a week to discover nutritious cooking and
to hear from qualified speakers about such areas as housing, health, education and
parenting. I n The Storefrontds friendl
esteem, overcome isolation and enjoy networking opportunities.

For information on this program call Hakima Yusufi at (416) 744-9289 ext 230.

(left) An example of
work done by young
4 0 4 O|people in a program
very wel c|called Our City, Our

. Stories. With digital
cameras donated by
Canon, they attended
weekly sessions and
learned from a
professional
photographer how to
use the camera, how to
tell a powerful story
using images and how to
take compelling
photographs.

(left) They called it Seedy
Saturday, a day at the Storefront
when garden enthusiasts could
buy or trade heirloom seeds to
grow vegetables, herbs and
flowers and also attend
gardening workshops, under
the auspices of Live Green
Toronto, the Toronto Garden
Community Network, Seeds of
Diversity Canada and
FoodShare. | am shown here
with George Moore, who joined
friends and neighbours on a
very warm spring like day to
anticipate planting time.

(above) Anne Gloger and | with a
mock-up of the proposed design for
the new Storefront building. This was
part of a day-long workshop a group
of young people from our community
will never forget. They had the
chance to work with some of the best
architects and designers in Toronto,
and then create designs for the new
Storefront themselves. A new world
opened to them; some had never
even been downtown before, and
most had never met an architect.
0The results were
stunning and insp
architect Zahra Ibrahim.
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